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context.  By “movement” is meant not solely an ideology, but an 
ideology in relation to concrete political developments and popular 
mobilization.  European experience of  the three movements will 
be compared and contrasted with Chinese experience.  This course 
is open to GIS and European Studies majors only.

POLS 1150 Introduction to China Studies (1,0,0)
This one-unit course is designed specially for Year I China Studies 
students.  It introduces students to the origin and development of  
China studies by examining the state of  research and substantive 
knowledge in the field.  It also introduces works by noted China-
watchers or sinologists as well as publications by the teaching staff  
of  China studies at the Hong Kong Baptist University, with an 
emphasis on the multidisciplinary nature of  the field.

POLS 1510 Foundations of Political Science (3,2,1)
This is a first-year, first-semester course which introduces to 
students a comprehensive review of  the field of  political science.  
Basic concepts, political theories and methodologies, political 
institutions, political parties are all examined.  The subfields 
of  comparative politics and international relations are also 
integral parts of  the course so as to lay down the foundation for 
further studies.  Political developments in Europe and China are 
frequently employed as examples and related to the introduction 
of  political ideas. 

POLS 1520 Government and Politics of China (3,2,1)
An introductory course to the government and politics of  
contemporary China focusing on the historical development and 
institutionalization of  Marxism-Leninism. 

POLS 1530 Government and Politics of Hong  (3,2,1)
  Kong
This course examines the development of  politics and political 
institutions in Hong Kong from its colonial founding to the 
present.  The institutional framework of  politics in Hong Kong 
and the development of  political culture in Hong Kong are 
introduced, and the outlines of  Hong Kong’s future relationship 
with China are explored with a focus on the Basic Law and the 
ongoing reforms leading up to the assumption of  sovereignty 
by the People’s Republic of  China.  This course is open to GIS 
majors and GIS minors only. 

POLS 2110 Statistical and Survey Methods for  (3,2,1)
  Political Science
Prerequisite: POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science
The 20th century has been described as the age of  statistics and 
modern political research increasingly demands familiarity with 
the means by which statistically based claims and policy decisions 
have been developed and advanced.  Quantitative analysis also 
provides new means to describe and analyse social phenomena.  
In conjunction with qualitative and disciplinary approaches (i.e. 
historical, economic, psychological, sociological, etc.), quantitative 
analysis comprises an essential aspect of  the discipline of  political 
science.  A key aspect of  quantitative applications in the social 
sciences has been survey research, ranging from market research 
to opinion polling and quality of  life surveys.  This course 
provides an introduction to descriptive and inferential statistics 
and survey design, administration, analysis and theory.  Critical 
understanding of  the problems of  analysis posed by quantitative 
databases, qualitative assessment and questionnaire development, 
and the proper presentation and explanation of  quantitative data 
and its limitations provide primary purposes of  the course.  This 
course is open to GIS majors and GIS minors (Year II standing) 
only.

POLS 2130 Foundations of International Relations (3,2,1)
Prerequisite: EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity and Diversity or 

POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science 
This is a second-year, first semester course which introduces 
students to the basic concepts, methods and processes of  
International Relations by focusing on four major “perspectives” 
that have framed analytical work in the field, namely “Realism-
Power Politics”, “Dominance-Dependence”, “Transnationalism-

Interdependency” and “Cultural Interactionism”.  International 
Relations seeks to build upon and integrate the disciplinary 
foundations students obtained in their first-year Political Science 
and Political Economy courses.  It does this through a “levels of  
analysis” approach and through a problem-solving treatment of  
issues relevant, where possible, to Hong Kong’s interaction with 
its own region and with other areas of  the globe.  This course is 
open to GIS, European Studies majors and GIS minors (Year II 
standing) only. 

POLS 2140 Political Philosophy: Chinese and  (3,2,1)
  European
Prerequisite: EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity and Diversity or 

POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science 
The course is a study of  the major political thinkers and issues 
in European and Chinese political philosophy.  It will examine 
theories of  the state, their development and their functions in both 
cultures, and compare the specific approaches of  European and 
of  Chinese thinkers to political issues in different periods of  time.  
Special emphasis is put on the attempts to synthesize Chinese and 
European political thought in the first half  of  the 20th century.  
This course is open to GIS and European Studies majors only. 

POLS 2160 European Politics and Society:  (3,2,1)
  French Political and Government System
Prerequisite: EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity and Diversity or 

POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science
After a brief  presentation of  the legacy of  the past (i.e. the French 
Revolution and the various regimes which followed), the core 
of  the course is an examination of  the evolution of  the French 
political and governmental system from the unstable structures 
of  the Fourth Republic to the more effective presidential regime 
that exists today.  Basic concepts of  political science, theories and 
methodologies acquired in POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political 
Science are applied here to the study and analysis of  one of  the 
major nation states in Europe.  This course is open to GIS and 
European Studies majors only.

POLS 2170 European Politics and Society:  (3,2,1)
  German Political Systems and Society 
Prerequisite: EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity and Diversity or 

POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science 
Basic concepts of  political science, theories and methodologies 
acquired in POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science are 
applied here to the description and analysis of  one of  the major 
nation states in Europe.  The course studies the structure of  
successive political systems in Germany within their historical 
context.  Special emphasis will be placed on the post-war 
construction of  a “social-constitutional state”, a “social market 
economy”, and the current multi-tiered political system of  the 
Federal Republic of  Germany.  The course will finally examine 
united Germany’s role in European and global politics.  It 
prepares for POLS 3620 Contemporary Europe and Asia and 
EURO 3140 Current Issues of  European Integration.  This course 
is open to GIS and European Studies majors only. 

POLS 2180 Government and Politics of the  (3,2,1)
  United States
Prerequisite: POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science
American Constitutionalism and the Bill of  Rights (the first ten 
Amendments to the Constitution) comprise one of  the major 
foundations of  contemporary notions of  modern, democratic 
government.  This course examines the origins and development 
of  US forms of  government, federal and state, and also examines 
conflicts which have challenged, and continue to challenge, in 
some cases, the functioning of  this system.  This course is open to 
GIS majors and GIS minors (Year II standing) only. 

POLS 2190 Government and Politics of the  (3,2,1)
  United Kingdom
Prerequisite: EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity and Diversity or 

POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science 
The British system of  parliamentary government has exercised a 
profound influence throughout the world.  This course examines 
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the growth and workings of  the British system.  It identifies the 
key features of  the British political and administrative systems, 
seeks to explain both the change and the continuities within 
British politics, and examines the various pressures and challenges 
to which it is currently exposed.  It also discusses the British 
approach to European integration since the Second World War.  
This course is open to GIS, European Studies majors and GIS 
minors (Year II standing) only. 

POLS 2620 Ideology and Socialism in China (3,2,1)
Prerequisite: POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science
This course explores the ideological and philosophical foundations 
of  Socialist China after 1949, the concepts, ideas, and theories 
generated during the periods of  revolution and development of  
socialism in China, and the current political and social changes 
and relevant political and economic reforms initiated by the party-
state.  This course is open to GIS and China Studies majors only.

POLS 2630 Chinese Legal System (3,2,1)
This course aims to introduce to students some of  the major 
areas of  the Chinese legal system that are of  interest to people 
in Hong Kong.  It traces the historical and political backgrounds 
leading to the current Chinese legal system.  Major areas covered 
include the basic courses such as constitutional, civil, commercial, 
administrative and criminal laws, as well as the court system and 
the legislative process.  Where appropriate, comparisons with the 
Hong Kong counterpart will be made.  Finally, the Basic Law 
will be examined in relation to its provisions and its significance 
to Hong Kong after the change of  sovereignty in July 1997.  This 
course is open to GIS and China Studies majors only. 

POLS 2640 Government and Politics of Japan (3,2,1)
Prerequisite: POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science and 

POLS 1520 Government and Politics of  China
This course focuses on the political development of  Japan since 
1945.  It begins with a historical-overview of  the rise of  modern 
Japan and an examination of  the legacies of  the Second World 
War.  The workings of  the major political institutions, central 
and local, are studied, with particular reference to the process of  
policy-making.  It goes on to identify the main political actors, 
political parties, business groups and labour unions and examines 
political culture and mass electoral behaviour.  The role of  Japan 
in the international system is also assessed.

POLS 3110 International Political Economy (3,2,1)
Prerequisite:  Fo r E u ro p e a n S t u d i e s m a j o r s : POLS 1510 

Foundations of  Political Science; and (1) POLS 
2160 European Politics and Society: French 
Political and Government System, or (2) POLS 
2170 European Politics and Society: German 
Political Systems and Society, or (3) POLS 2180 
Government and Politics of  the United States, or (4) 
POLS 2190 Government and Politics of  the United 
Kingdom

 For GIS majors: POLS 1120 Introduction to 
Political Economy, POLS 1510 Foundations of  
Political Science and POLS 2130 Foundations of  
International Relations 

The global political economy is in many ways not a new 
phenomenon.  Imperialism in the form of  single nation-states 
dominating sub-national areas began to impose forms of  
government and economic regulation worldwide as early as the 
18th century.  Yet, even so, one could argue that these nation-
state empires were relatively isolated global regionalisms until the 
mid-20th century.  Only in the post-World War II period could 
a more or less voluntary, systematic, and global framework of  
political and economic relations begin to develop which, while 
recognizing the nation-state, nevertheless also sublimated it to 
international protocols and behaviours, and since the end of  the 
Cold War in 1991 the process has accelerated.  Today the isolated 
nation-state has lost much of  its sovereignty to the international 
political economy.  This course examines that process and the 
actors which have developed, or are developing, the international 

political economy.  Challenges to the global international political 
economy are raised and potential dangers and opportunities 
examined.  This course is open to GIS and European Studies 
majors only.

POLS 3120 World Order Issues (3,2,1)
Prerequisite: Year III standing in GIS major or Year IV standing 

in European Studies major or GIS minor (Year III 
standing)

As the world grows more integrated, as communication and 
business speed up the changes in our daily lives, the impact of  
events on our individual lifestyles deepens and the necessity to 
understand and react intelligently to events and forces affecting 
us becomes more imperative.  This course is the capstone 
required experience for graduating majors.  Guest lectures by 
outside speakers and members of  the Department in their areas 
of  research and specialization are used to inform and provoke 
students to apply concepts and data acquired in their time of  
study to current problems facing the global order, and thus, to 
themselves, their families, and their careers.  The personal and 
the corporate, the local and the global, the present and the future 
are intended to be brought together in this issue-oriented course 
which focuses the life experience and academic study of  students 
on their world and the events and forces changing it on a daily, if  
not hourly, basis.  

POLS 3591-2 Honours Project (3,*,*)
Prerequisite: Year III standing in GIS major
A final year project is required from all prospective graduates of  
the GIS major.  The project is an extended written report on a 
specific topic within the field of  political science, produced by the 
student under the supervision of  a member of  staff.

POLS 3610 Political Cultures and Economies in  (3,2,1)
  Transition
Prerequisite: POLS 1120 Introduction to Political Economy, 

POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science or 
POLS 1530 Government and Politics of  Hong 
Kong (for GIS majors); or EURO 1111-2 Europe: 
Unity & Diversity and EURO 2140 The Political 
Economy of  the European Union (for European 
Studies majors)

This is an interdisciplinary third-year course which explores the 
recent political and socio-economic evolution of  selected societies 
in the East and the West.  Specifically, it focuses on the dynamic 
interplay of  political, economic and cultural forces at the state 
level of  the international system.  It also considers similar forces 
at the regional and global levels which may link or interact with 
them.  While attention is given to the Third World, emphasis will 
be on Hong Kong and Greater China, Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet successor states, and the European Union in exploring such 
transitional currents.    

POLS 3620 Contemporary Europe and Asia (3,2,1)
Prerequisite: POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science; and 

(1) POLS 1520 Government and Politics of  China, 
or (2) POLS 1530 Government and Politics of  
Hong Kong, or (3) POLS 2160 European Politics 
and Society: French Political and Government 
System, or (4) POLS 2170 European Politics and 
Society: German Political Systems and Society (for 
GIS majors); or EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity & 
Diversity and EURO 2140 The Political Economy 
of  the European Union (for European Studies 
majors)

A final-year course designed to integrate the study of  Europe 
with a knowledge of  Europe’s relations with Asia since 1945.  
Emphasis is on the post-colonial development of  Asian states’ ties 
with Europe, and with Europe’s economic, political, and cultural 
exchanges with Asia.  The problems posed to Euro-Asian relations 
by relict anti-colonialism, by Cold War rivalries and by geo-
strategic political economic competition will be examined within 
the framework of  both continents’ internal/external dynamics 


